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 Editor’s Note:

 Please accept my apologises for the late arrival of this month’s newsletter.  I was other wise engaged on               

 holiday, and a sailing course.



PATTERSON IN PRINT

For those of you who wondered where September’s PiP was I have to tell you I forgot. I went to Switzerland for a couple of 
weeks starting late in August, so I got PiP done early, then didn’t send it to Chris for publishing! For those who think reading 
it each month is a major reason for joining I suggest you negotiate a reduction in next year’s subscription with Membership 
Secretary Gordon Allan.

I spent 5 days at a beekeeping conference in Switzerland. I was one of the 6 speakers from the U.K. and Ireland and spoke on 
the queen problems. Afterwards I had a queue of people wanting to speak to me and they all had similar tales, including one 
French bee researcher who thanked me for the lecture because she had been experiencing exactly the same problems I had 
described. She had spoken to other researchers who weren’t very helpful and thought she was doing something wrong. It has 
been a long hard struggle to keep highlighting the problems, but finally I think we are making progress. Some of the former 
sceptics are now changing their view to “perhaps” or “maybe” but it must be kept in front of beekeepers all the time. Even 
at our own meetings I still hear the weather being blamed for queens failing or being superseded soon after commencing 
laying. The weather rarely has anything to do with it, although it might delay mating a bit.

The conference was three days of lectures in a hectic programme with the rest taken up by visits. I visited a local BKA that 
has fewer members than WG and was shown their teaching apiary that was a building with 12 colonies in the end of it, a 
classroom for about a dozen seated, with kitchen and toilet facilities. They seemed to be well organised and were progressive. 
They ran things differently than us with a two year course that was 18 half days. This was practical in the summer and theory 
in the winter. The vast majority of bees in that area are kept in bee – houses, not as single units like us.

The rest of the time was taken hiking in the mountains with two days visiting local beekeepers. I took 867 photographs in 15 
days-almost enough to make up a lecture! I’m pleased digital photography was invented.

The winter might be a time for bees to take a bit of a rest, but it gives their keepers an opportunity to learn more and there is 
plenty for us all to learn. There are the usual winter lectures and we always keep to a beekeeping theme. The winter learning 
sessions will continue as they were so popular last year. We hope to move everyone up a group this year. John Glover will be 
dealing with the administration this year and announcements will be made elsewhere. Feedback has previously been good 
on both the content and format. I am also hoping to do some specialised sessions as many beginners need to move up a 
gear now they know the basics. Making colony increase and swarming are two obvious topics and details will also be found 
elsewhere.

For some reason there is a huge reduction of adult bees in colonies going into the winter this year. I noticed the difference 
in the couple of weeks I was away and several people have mentioned it to me. This suggests that winter losses may be high, 
which will be a change from last winter when there was a great improvement from recent years. I don’t know the answers, 
but perhaps viruses or poor nutrition of larvae during the summer may be causes, although the latter was never a problem 
some years ago.

Sadly some of our beginners have lost colonies this summer. This is for a number of reasons and queen failure is often a 
factor. I have stated on many occasions that beekeepers have to get up to speed much quicker than they did in the past. 
Problems need to be understood and spotted early so they are easier to overcome. In most cases I know of the beekeeper 
only had one colony so nothing to help it out with, although some members are working together which is helpful. Attending 
apiary meetings is important in your early stages so you can compare your own colony with others.

If you do lose a colony and it isn’t caused by foul brood then probably the best thing to do is scrape the wax and propolis off 
the frames and put them in the freezer for at least a week. This will kill wax moth in all stages; otherwise the combs may be 
quickly damaged beyond use if the weather stays warm, as wax moth, particularly the greater can destroy combs that have 
had brood in very quickly. Take the combs out and put back in a clean brood box and store in the cold, possibly making a 
stack with supers. This could be a garage, shed or even outside, but if the latter make sure the pile isn’t so high the wind will 
blow it over. You need to prevent entry by mice; otherwise they will destroy combs in order to create space to make a nest. 
Put a queen excluder at the bottom of the pile, perhaps on a floor, with another queen excluder or crown board at the top, 
then a roof.  Combs wintered in this way will still be in good condition in the spring.

Roger



ANNUAL SUPPER

We gave details of the supper in last months Newsletter. Places are being filled fast and as there is a ceiling to the number 
of people that the hall can accommodate, it is wise to book early!

 I am happy to take provisional bookings by Email glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com which will be valid for 5 days to 
allow time for you to send your payment. Also please indicate if you will provide a salad or a pudding.

Traditionally, cooked meats are provided by some of those attending, and if you are able to undertake the roasting of 
a chicken etc, please let Daisy know wellingtondays@tiscali.co.uk . The cost of the meat is of course reimbursed by the 
Association, so please keep the receipt.

If you have not attended a previous supper, or are a new member, please do come along. This is a very informal event 
with good food, wine and the company of friends in abundance!

John

More Winter Learning

Colony Increase and Dealing With Swarms and Swarming.

In addition to our other topics we are planning a whole day event to concentrate on colony increase and swarming. Many of 
you have a colony or two and need to move on. You may want to increase the number of colonies, or perhaps to make up for 
winter losses. 

We always advise having at least two colonies in case there is a problem with one and it can be helped out with larvae from 
another. A simple thing like a colony that you are not sure is queenless or queenright can usually be checked with a test comb 

from another colony. Swarming is not well understood even by quite "experienced" beekeepers and often colonies swarm 
as a result of lack of knowledge, or reading and listening to poor advice.

Many of the methods available are quite complicated or need specialist equipment, but this day will concentrate on the basics 
and using methods that are simple and only require standard equipment.

Both these subjects affect all beekeepers so will be suitable for beginners and experienced alike. John Glover is handling 

bookings. If you would like to attend please email him, glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com  we can then finalise arrangements.

Roger


